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Slash Reading

<France> slipped into <lower gear <in the past year/

with an economic growth of 1.5% /

compared <with 2.8% / <in 1990 / and / 3.9%-<in 1989.//

<That> was reflected <in the country's already high
unemployment rate/

-<the jobless total> swelled over the year <to 9.6% <of the
workforce/

compared with 8.9% <in 1990.//
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Japan's imports of
clothing,
from haute couture to

low-cost ready-to-were
items

are expected to decline
this year,

for the first time In seven
years.
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